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Notice of Final Decision for Rejection 



Japanese Patent Application No,: Hei. 11-243617 
Drafting Date: January 15, 2004. 

Examiner of the Japan Patent Office: Yuuki Maeda 2946 5Q00 
Title of invention: Recording and Reproduction Apparatus 
Applicant for patent: Matsushita Electric Inductrial Co. , Ltd. 
Attorney for the applicant for patent: Kenichi Hayase 

This application should be rejected on the basis of the 
grounds described in Notice of Grounds for Rejection dated July 
24, 2003. 

Although the contents of a written opinion and an 
amendment were reviewed, any sufficient grounds which can 
overturn grounds for rejection cannot be found. 

Remarks : 

What the applicant claims in the written opinion are 
reviewed as follows. 

It is insisted that the recording and reproduction 
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apparatus according to the present invention is provided with 
"an independent internal buffer" according to Claim 1, and "a 
first internal buffer" , "a second internal buffer" and "a third 
internal buffer" according to Claim 2, and therefore the 
recording and reproduction apparatus so constructed "can 
switch to an optimal access method according to a purpose from 
each of the plural processing units by selecting a data 
transmission method depending on a purpose for accessing a 
file. 



However, it is merely a matter in design which can be 
selected by a person with ordinary skill in the art how the 
buffers are constituted for a predetermined process, for 
example, a plurality of buffers are provided or the buffer is 
shared (for example, the Japanese Published Patent Application 
No. Hei. 7-336639 , Japanese Published Patent Application 
No . Hei . 6-012773 , and Japanese Published Patent Application 
No. Hei. 5-101613 disclose that a memory is shared. Further, the 
Japanese Published Patent Application No . Hei . 5-205270 
discloses that buffers for reading [reproduction] and writing 
[recording] are provided and the Japanese Published Patent 
Application No. Hei. 8-63877 discloses that a storage area in 
a buffer to be used is selected depending on an application) . 

Then, the effect of independently providing a buffer for each 
process (buffer for exclusive use) is merely within the scope 
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of idea which can be expected by a person with ordinary skill 
in the art . 

Furthermore, it is well known that the access is executed 
in units of file. 

Therefore, when the present invention is combined with the 
above-mentioned technical matters disclosed in the cited 
references 1-3 which are cited in the last Notice of Ground for 
Rejection, the constitution of the recording and reproduction 
apparatus according to the present invention can be easily 
obtained by a person with ordinary skill in the art (Ground 2) . 



It is certified that the above descriptions are identical to 
the matters recorded in the file. 

Date of certification: January 16, 2004 

Administrator of Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry 

Kurita Kenji 
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